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Hi everyone, quick update on my whereabouts: this Wednesday (tomorrow) I'll be going to
work in Lima, Peru for six days. I'll be working with a savings and credit program with a local church called "Iglesia
Alianza Cristiana y Misionera de Comas." (www.acymcomas.org) I'm sorry for how late this newsletter is coming
through; I was at the HOPE International Leadership summit in late May, and since coming back I've had a whirlwind
tour of the interior of the island for work. Do pray for our trip with HOPE in Lima, Peru, and look for my June
newsletter about Peru at the end of this month! 
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Humidity was at about 70% when the newspapers said that at
least 70% of the capital would be without water for the next
four days. Ironic right? All that water just lingering up in the air
and not running through the capital's pipes. That’s about 2.1
Million residents without access to running water. Even though
the temperature read 90°F which “felt like” 97°F, ask any
local, and they’ll tell you what it really  felt like. (Cover your
ears.) It felt so sticky, so sweaty, so stinky, so dirty and you
couldn’t even wash your hands.

We lost
water
on
Saturday in my apartment, and when no water came from the
bathroom sink, I thought to myself “Oh, I’ll just try the
kitchen.” That’s the thing about an infrastructure problem – it’s
everywhere. It’s inescapable, and you can’t just turn it back on
when you want to. Someone else decides that, and when
there’s no water and you’re incredibly thirsty, well, that’s a
hard thing to swallow.

I found it coincidental that for my assignment following the
weekend of drought I was to visit two Esperanza water
projects that are capable of producing 3,000 gallons of clean

water a day for the communities in which they live. When I arrived, they had water, plenty of water, and people came
in droves when the city could finally turn the water back on.

Esperanza’s main ministry to the people of the Dominican
Republic and Haiti are through the micro-loans in their
community banking lending program. They also do larger loans
to schools and loans for building and maintaining commercial
grade water systems that we call "water loans." These water
loans go to churches who build a small storefront at their
church location to sell the water to the community at a much
more affordable price than the local corner convenience
stores.



I love the example of a ministry providing clean water to the
community. Think of all the ministry opportunities to connect
with someone who is thirsty and being able to provide a cold
glass of water and a listening ear. I think of the passage in
John 4, where Jesus talks with a Samaritan woman:

"Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give
them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.” (John 4:13-15 NIV)

What I also love is that from an organizational standpoint we
make loans and provide business training to these small
churches to help them make the right financial decisions for
their enterprise and for the community.

Since partnering together is such a large part of our
philosophy, we deliberately choose the kinds of clients we
work with who share our same mission and vision for
impacting the local community and improving the state of
health and well being of the local area.

My first water stop was at the Iglesia Celestial Vision (pictures
above), and I learned a great deal from the associates who’ve
been selling clean water for a year and a half. Right now, they

are in plans to upgrade the equipment to produce more on a daily basis, from 3,000 gallons a day to 5,000. For them
though, water is also a way to get people to church. Many new members of the congregation have come from the
community nearby simply because of the water project outside the church.

I moved onto a second water project to speak with Juan
Menas Castillo and his wife, Evelyn, about their water
businesses. They’ve been operating now for about four years
after Juan, a water technician and engineer, decided to start
his own business with his wife. Through the counsel of their
pastor and other members of their church they started off with
a small system and one delivery truck and called it "Meta
Agua" (could be translated to "Goal Water" or "Water with a
Purpose"). Now, they have three small delivery trucks pictured
below and one delivery motorcycle that can hold three five-
gallon bottles of water.

When I asked Juan about his motivation for starting his business, Meta Water, he simply replied that "Water is basic
to our lives. Everyone needs to have clean water. Everyone deserves to have clean water. What I do isn't that
special, God gives us water to live, and we make it available to the community." I responded by saying that the work
he is doing is good, it’s a way of providing a tangible form of the blessings we all receive from God. He's humble, and

he didn't respond in kind, but said that he is happy that he is
able to employ five more people from the community. "Wow!
What an amazing man." I thought.

I think water project is a beautiful thing in itself. It's a way to
serve hundreds of families of a community by providing
something they really need. Water is something so basic, so



miniscule, and yet we overlook it frequently. That is of course
until 70% of the capital doesn't have it, and then you can't
even wash your hands.

Juan filled up my water bottle before I left telling me that one
of the most important things a person needs to know before

selling water to a community is that "You need to drink the water that you sell."

He imparted a vision for what we can do with Christian micro-financing in an economically poor communities. A vision
for doing what we do well, integrating ourselves in a community, and most importantly, like Juan mentioned, in
believing for ourselves what we aim to tell others. In this way, people will know who we are and why we do what we
do. 

" . . . Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.”  (John 7:37-38
NIV)

Go fill up a tall glass of water from your kitchen sink as you think about the leaders who operate one of Esperanza's
17 commercial grade water projects that serve over 30,000 families in the Dominican Republic. In the meantime I will
pray that you would be filled with that water that satisfies your deepest thirst.

Blessings to you and your family,
-Aaron

aroth@hopeinternational.org
(540) 421-8683
Skype: aprothwm05
Web: www.AaronRoth.net

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Financial Support: Do pray for the work of HOPE and if you feel led to support me financially through the rest of my
service in 2012, you can find that information here.

Online Contributions:

Go to www.HopeInternational.org and select the “Donate Now” green tab on the right-hand side of the screen
(or click this link: “HOPE International – Donate Now” )
Under the first light-brown section “Allocate your Gift,” find the “Contribution Preference" drop down box
The first area is marked as General where you can select “Other (please specify below)”
Choose a financial amount in the box marked "Amount." You can also choose a recurring monthly amount
($15, $25 or $50) which may be easier for you.
***In the box beside “Other Gift Designation”, write“Fellow: Aaron Roth”

Contributions by Mail (send a check):

HOPE International
Joan Bauman, Donor Care Administrator
227 Granite Run Dr. – Suite 250



Lancaster, PA

 

17601

Please make all checks payable to:
HOPE International and put “Fellow – Donation: Aaron Roth” in the memo line.

According to IRS regulations, all contributions are treated as donations and are tax deductible to the full extent of
the law.
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