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Hi everyone, this newsletter is about June and the HOPE International savings groups in Comas, Peru, 
and the July newsletter will be about the Esperanza-Edify family camp we had in Colegio Bethesda in La 
Romana, Dominican Republic. On another note, although my final date was to be August, I'm planning on 
staying to early October to help with an annual HOPE event here in the DR. Do please continue to 
support me if you feel led. More on my Fall departure will come in the next newsletters, and on my blog.  
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“I didn’t know how to save my money, but now I do.” is what Olga, 52 
years old, member of the “Good Seed” savings group in Comas, Peru 
told me. Have you ever said that to someone? (Or do you know how 
to save?) Has your budget ever come up short during a month? Have 
you ever wanted to buy something but felt that it was just out of your 
reach? These are the questions that I use daily when talking with 
people about their money and their hopes and dreams for the future. 
In Olga's case, she has been excited about putting away $2-3 a 
week, something she's never done before in her life, and is amazed 
to see her stock pile grow which she will use to make inventory 
purchases in the future. 

 
Last month, I 
had the 
opportunity to go work in Lima, Peru for six days 
during June 20-26 to help a volunteer from HOPE, 
Cindy Kalinoski, www.thewordhelper.com, do a 
series of interviews of the savings group members, 
the program team, and the local church that was 
implementing the project. 
 
As a translator, it was my job to schedule the trips to 
the local market and facilitate the interviews while 
Cindy carried out the content of each meeting. Our 
work took us through three local markets of three 
districts of North Lima. Lima, Peru has a population 
of nearly 30 million people, and roughly nine million 
of those live in 

the capital in one of 36 districts. It was interesting and very enjoyable 
to be in another Latin American country that spoke Spanish, but 
instead of sea-level plains and Carribean plants, I was surrounded by 
mountains and the noise and hustle and bustle of the city. 
 
In North Lima, our home base was a district called Comas where 
HOPE International has a partnership with the local church Iglesia 
Alianza Cristiana y Misionera de Comas (www.acymcomas.org) to 
carry out a savings group program. Members of the group make 
weekly savings deposits when they meet in small groups of their local 
congregation, and the groups save their funds together as a form of 
accountability and support. This similar savings model is what HOPE 
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savings programs look like in Rwanda where we have more than 100,000 members with a partnership 
Urewego Bank (www.uomb.org), and in the Philippines where we have more than 200,000 members with 
a partnership with CCT (http://cct.org.ph).   
 
In speaking with Pastor Angel Barriento, senior pastor of the Comas church, he relayed to us the state of 
the local economy: "Most of the local commerce in the area can be classified as "informal" meaning that 
the people are out in the streets and in the markets selling goods, instead of office buildings and 
corporate parks like you all might be used to. For those at the bottom of the social class pyramid, there 
are relatively few or no options to have banking services or basic savings programs." 
 
The Comas church has been excited about this project because by offering this savings tool coupled with 

a financial ministry they are able to reach people 
they would never be able to meet by traditional 
methods. A basic strategy of finding new clients is to 
walk around through the markets (pictured right) and 
ask them where they do their banking and where 
they go to church. A member of the leadership team 
can then invite them to church and to the savings 
groups they are promoting. Simple and effective. 
 
In Comas, Peru, in South and Central America, and 
indeed here in 
the Dominican 
Republic, you'll 
see in most 
economically 
poor areas that 
there is a basic 

lack of financial services: checking accounts, savings accounts, and 
reasonable rates for loans. In America, we don't even think twice 
about not having access to these services. With advertisements on 
our local streets or arriving in the mail, we are inundated with offers. 
 
But in talking with the members of these seven savings groups in 
Peru, getting a savings account is pretty tough with the account 
requirements, distance to local banks, and the limited service hours. 
This is why HOPE promotes savings groups, and their specific 
strategy is managing these programs through an established 
community like a church. 
 
I believe now more than ever that in order to have overseas 



development work well, we have to partner with local leaders. I was overjoyed to meet Pastor Roberto 
Peche and his family (pictured above wearing a tie with the leadership team). He's in charge of the men's 
ministry for the church and the financial ministry with the savings groups. He has such a passion for 
teaching and discipleship and this program allows him to go out into the communities to give them 
financial tools and training to prosper in their businesses.  
 
Take for example the case of Milagros (pictured right.) She joined this savings group from the church 
about 10 months ago, when Pastor Roberto and his team came through the market where she was 
working. Through the savings group she learned how to manage her money, create her own budget, 
make plans for a future business, and was given a position of leadership and responsibility as the 
secretary of the group. What's most exciting is that recently, when the group was mature and built up its 
savings funds, the group gave Milagros a loan for $75. With that $75 dollars she was able to buy more 
inventory for her store. 

 
I love this idea that this business that you see in the left picture did 
not exist 3 months ago, but with this loan from her savings group, a 
community of her friends, she was able to fulfill a lifelong dream - 
owning her own store. This store provides the necessary income for 
her and her three children, and since it is the only one in the local 
neighborhood she is helping her community have better access to 
needed goods. 
 
For us, maybe the idea of saving a few dollars isn't anything special, 
but if you were to put yourself in the shoes of someone like Milagros 
or Olga, people who have no easy access to financial services, 
saving money was hard. But now, even these few dollars can make a 
big difference in their lives. They began trusting in the promise of 
savings, the promise of the solidarity and community that they find in 
their group, and a new hope in the truth they are finding in the church 
community, as many of the women in the group were not active 
church goers in the past. 
 
I think so often that for us, we put so much stock in what we make, or 

what we are able to earn and buy. It can represent the value we have for ourselves and what we show 
our friends and family. We can get lost in what the role and the utility of money should be, and make it 
something more important than it is. By talking with these members of the savings groups, I see the value 
in appreciating money in the right way and by trusting in the promise of the Bible. 
 
"Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to 
share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that 
they may take hold of the life that is truly life." (1 Timothy 6:17-19 NIV) 
 
I pray that you would see the value in saving your money to save for the good purchases in life, and that 
stockpiling or making money would not distract you from what is really important. 
 
Blessings to you and your family, 
-Aaron 
 
aroth@hopeinternational.org 
(540) 421-8683 
Skype: aprothwm05 
Web: www.AaronRoth.net 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Financial Support: Do pray for the work of HOPE and if you feel led to support me financially through 

the rest of my service in 2012, you can find that information here. 
 
Online Contributions: 

 Go to www.HopeInternational.org and select the “Donate Now” green tab on the right-hand side 
of the screen (or click this link: “HOPE International – Donate Now”) 

 Under the first light-brown section “Allocate your Gift,” find the “Contribution Preference" drop 
down box 

 The first area is marked as General where you can select “Other (please specify below)” 
 Choose a financial amount in the box marked "Amount." You can also choose a recurring monthly 

amount ($15, $25 or $50) which may be easier for you. 
 ***In the box beside “Other Gift Designation”, write“Fellow: Aaron Roth” 

Contributions by Mail (send a check): 

HOPE International 
Joan Bauman, Donor Care Administrator 
227 Granite Run Dr. – Suite 250 
Lancaster, PA 17601 

Please make all checks payable to: 
HOPE International and put “Fellow – Donation: Aaron Roth” in the memo line. 
 
According to IRS regulations, all contributions are treated as donations and are tax deductible to the full 
extent of the law.  
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